
 
Exceptions at and above Pay Band 2 (Approved 1 February 2026 - 28 February 2026) 

 
Exceptions at and above the SCS Pay Band 2 level require the prior approval of the Commission. This page 
provides details of exceptions approved by the Commission at or above the SCS Pay Band 2 threshold (or 
equivalent) during February 2026. This data is published once a month. 
 
Exception rules are outlined in the Recruitment Principles (Page 11). Secondments (Exception 3) are 
counted as exceptions even if a fair, open and merit-based competition has taken place to identify the 
appointee. 
 
 
 

Date 
approved 

Department Payband1 Job title Exception used Approval length Name 

03/02/2026 Department of 
Health and Social 
Care 

PB2 Deputy Director, Delivery Unit Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

18 months Gursimran Thandi 

03/02/2026 Department of 
Health and Social 
Care 

PB2 HR Deputy Director, 
Organisation Design and 
Change 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

12 months James Khan 

06/02/2026 Department of 
Health and Social 
Care 

PB2 Commercial Delivery Partner Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

12 months Edward James 

1 Meaning either the salary at which the individual is paid at and/or grade of the role the individual was appointed to.  
 

https://civilservicecommission.independent.gov.uk/document/02a-recruitment-principles-april-2018-final/


 
Exceptions at and above Pay Band 2 - February 2026 

 

Date 
approved 

Department Payband1 Job title Exception used Approval length Name 

10/02/2026 Cabinet Office PB2 UKRI Policy Fellow - Health 
Mission 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

19 months Chris Wilkinson 

16/02/2026 Scottish 
Government 

PB2 Housing Mid-Market Rent 
(MMR) Fund - Strategic 
Commercial Advisor 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

11 months Jonathan Hunt 

17/02/2026 UK Health 
Security Agency 

PB2 Head of Transformation Exception 1 - 
Temporary 
appointments 

12 months 
*exception 
within 
12-months of 
another 

Sarah Tunkel 

18/02/2026 Department for 
Science, 
Innovation and 
Technology 

PB2 Government Chief Technology 
Officer 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

12 months Sonia Patel 
*secondee went through 
fair and open 
competition 

23/02/2026 Department of 
Health and Social 
Care 

PB2 Deputy Regional Director for 
South West Region 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

2 months 
*extension to 
existing 
appointment 

Professor Margaret Mary 
Rae 

24/02/2026 Ministry of 
Defence 

PB2 Delivery Director 
Norway/United Kingdom 
Maritime Capability 
Partnership 

Exception 1 - 
Temporary 
appointments 

12 months Steven McCarthy 

24/02/2026 Department for 
Energy Security 
and Net Zero 

PB2 Director of Business 
Transformation 

Exception 1 - 
Temporary 
appointments 

24 months Amanda Moore 



 
Exceptions at and above Pay Band 2 - February 2026 

 

Date 
approved 

Department Payband1 Job title Exception used Approval length Name 

25/02/2026 Department for 
Education 

PB3 Independent Reviewer of 
Antisemitism in Schools and 
Colleges 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

6 months Sir David Robert Bell 

26/02/2026 UK Health 
Security Agency 

PB2 Consultant in Infection Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

24 months Tommy Rampling and 
Catherine Houlihan 
(job-share) 

26/02/2026 Department for 
Science, 
Innovation and 
Technology 

PB2 Investment and AI Advisor Exception 1 - 
Temporary 
appointments 

24 months Henry de Zoete 

26/02/2026 HM Revenues 
and Customs 

PB2 Programme Director Unity 
Programme 

Exception 3 - 
Secondments 

6 months Adrian Scott 

 
 


